
JACQUES GARCIA 
 
 
In briefly outlining the Jacques Garcia story, we are aiming 
to provide some background for this element of our “Paris 
Interiors” tour.  This is by no means an attempt at the 
quintessential biography which has already been superbly 
written by the respected historian Franck Ferrand.  I would 
whole-heartedly recommend buying a copy of the latest 
edition of this beautiful book - Jacques Garcia - 
Decorating in the French Style  (Flammarion)*.   

 
*That is, of course, unless you are joining us for a “Paris Interiors” tour, in which case we will give you a 
copy personally signed by Jacques Garcia as a souvenir. 
 
Originally specializing in contemporary architecture (Tour Montparnasse and 
Hôtels Meridiens), Jacques Garcia’s early projects were ultra modern.  His 
personal tastes were drawn to the 17th century (the period of Mazarin) and he 
began collecting what has become a fabulous collection of furniture, objects and 
art.  He began a mission to assemble his own collection of royal furniture and 
objects which had been dispersed during the French Revolution.  Often he 
acquired these for a minimal amount as their provenance had not been correctly 
attributed.  He instinctively knew that each of these pieces was different from the 
others, feeling they were “filled with soul”. 
 
During the 1980’s Jacques Garcia worked with private clients.  At the beginning 
of the 90’s, his work with the owner of the Lucien Barrière hotel group introduced 
a new phase in the public sector, with work on the Hôtel Royal de Deauville and 
the mythical Hôtel Majestic at Cannes.  His appointment to handle the ultra-
prestigious pied-à-terre (of 6000 square meters) of the Sultan of Brunei in Place 
Vendôme received wide press coverage, but it was in 1996 with the opening of 
Hôtel Costes that “le style Garcia” became the talk of Paris.  In stark contrast to 
the prevailing minimalist style, Parisians were fascinated by the “audacity” of 
seeing “so much personality in a public place”.  It was the perfect demonstration 
of the Jacques Garcia principle - “I think for a place to work, it must above all be 
a place where the paying clients feel like they are simply guests.” 
 



       
 
Jacques Garcia became the “in vogue” decorator for the finest restaurants and 
luxury hotels.  In Paris there are currently 24 chic hotels and restaurants proudly 
associated with his name, including Le Fouquet’s (part of the Lucien Barrière 
group), Ladurée, L’Hôtel des Beaux Arts, le Rivoli Nôtre Dame, l’Esplanade, 
L’Avenue, la Grande Armée, le Ruc and le Cabaret. 
 
 

       
 
 
Jacques Garcia’s deep knowledge and empathy for the French heritage has 
been demonstrated in the contribution he has made to important historical 
exhibitions such as the Carnavalet’s Marie-Antoinette exhibition and the Silver 
Furniture exhibition at the Château de Versailles (21 November 2007 - 9 March 
2008).  He also is responsible for the décor in one of the most charming 
museums in Paris - Musée de la Vie Romantique with its George Sand 
memorabilia. 
 
The impressive official recognition for his achievements includes - The Medal of 
the City of Paris (1994), Chevalier of the Legion of Honor (1997) and 
Commander of Arts and Letters (2002).  He was also awarded the Prix Mont-
Blanc du Mécénat culturel -- Mont-Blanc prize for cultural patronage (2001) and 
the Oscar Wilde Prize (2002).  The same year, L’Académie des sciences 
morales et politiques awarded him the prestigious Henri Texier prize for the 
restoration of his château Champ de Bataille.  The colossal work undertaken in 
the vast (38 hectare) gardens of Champ de Bataille earned his nomination as 
Chevalier de l’Ordre du Mérite Agricole in 2005.  In 2006 the Ministre des petites 
et moyennes enterprises (minister for small and medium business) presented 



Jacques Garcia with the insignia of Officer of the Legion of Honor for his 
dynamism as a businessman and his capacity to promote the “excellence of 
French savoir faire” throughout the world. 
 
 
CHAMP DE BATAILLE 
 
In 1992 Jacques Garcia bought Champ de Bataille, an imposing 17th century 
château in Normandy.  His restoration of the château and the gardens 
represents, as Franck Ferrand aptly says: “the supreme feat of a life that has 
accumulated many great achievements.” 
 
In contrast to a museum, this is a spectacular private residence, reflecting the 
unique taste of the owner.  A 44 page glossy Champ de Bataille book has been 
produced.  The introduction written by Jacques Garcia begins:   
 
“This is the realm of opulence… 
 
Jean de la Varende once wrote about Champ de Bataille: “This is the realm of 
opulence.  The décor is secondary to the declaration of power.”  It’s this grandeur 
that inspired me to buy the property in 1992.” 
 
He concludes: 
 
“Make it big and aim for the top: my perpetual ambition has found its absolute 
definition at Champ de Bataille.” 
 
Having lunch and spending the afternoon exploring Jacques Garcia’s magnificent 
château is the perfect climax to the most beautiful week of your life! 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


